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SUBJECT: SOCIALIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING LEAVES 
LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGY INTACT 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY MET IN 
ROME ON OCTOBER 18-21. THE SESSION SHOWED PARTY SECRETARY CRAXI TO 
BE IN CONTROL, WITH CRAXI'S PROPOSAL TO HOLD A PARTY CONGRESS IN 
MARCH GAINING THE SUPPORT OF ALMOST ALL MEMBERS. CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS WERE IN BROAD AGREEMENT THAT THE SOCIALIST PARTY SHOULD 
FOLLOW AN INDEPENDENT COURSE, ALIGNING ITSELF NEITHER WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS NORE THE COMMUNISTS. BUT THE PARTY'S HOPELESS 
FACTIONALISM WAS CLEARLY EXPOSED AND IS AN UNFAVORABLE AUGURY 
FOR THE PARTY'S FUTURE IN ITALIAN POLITICS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE 170 MEMBER CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
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CONCLUDED A THREE-DAY MEETING HERE YESTERDAY WITH AGREEMENT TO 
CONVENE A PARTY CONGRESS IN MARCH. THE PROPOSAL TO HOLD THE CONGRESS 
WAS MADE BY PARTY SECRETARY CRAXI AS A WAY OF FOSTERING THE IMPRESSION 

OF PARTY RENEWAL. MANCINI LED THE OPPOSITION TO CRAXI AND CRITICIZED 
THE CONVENING OF A PARTY CONGRESS ON THE GROUND THAT THE PARTY 
SECRETARY HAD ARROGATED TO HIMSELF AUTHORITY THAT IS NOT HIS, WAS 
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RUNNING BLIND AND WOULD HAVE NOTHING CONCRETE TO DISCUSS AT THE 
PROPOSED MEETING. IN THE END, HOWEVER, MANCINI AND ALL BUT FOUR 
MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE (ACHILLE, CODIGNOLA, LEON AND 
TAMBURRANO) WENT ALONG WITH THE PROPOSAL. 

2. CRAXI'S VIEW THAT THE PARTY SHOULD FOLLOW AN AUTONOMOUS COURSE-- 
UN ALIGNED WITH EITHER THE COMMUNISTS OR THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS- 
WAS WIDELY SHARED AT THE SESSION. THE PARTY SECRETARY OPENED 

THE SESSION WITH A SHARP ATTACK ON THE GOVERNMENT AND MADE A 
GREAT POINT OF THE FACT THAT THE SOCIALISTS HAD OPPOSED ANDREOTTI 
MORE 

THAN ANY OF THE OTHER FIVE ABSTAINING PARTIES, REFUSING SUPPORT TO 
80PERCENT-85PRCENT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS. DURING 
THE 

DISCUSSION, A RETURN TO A CENTER LEFT GOVERNMENT WAS RULED OUT 
BY ALL SPEAKERS ALTHOUGH THERE WERE SOME WHO DECLARED THEY WOULD 
NOT OPPOSE A COALITION WITH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATTS IN A 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY IN WHICH THE COMMUNISTS ALSO 
PARTICIPATED. MANCINI, AGAIN, TOOK A MARGINALLY DISSIDENT VIEW 
BY SUGGESTING THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF COOPERATION WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (WITHOUT INCLUDING THE PCI) SHOULD NOT BE 
COMPLETELY EXCLUDED. IN A VOTE AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SESSION, 

CRAXI'S POSITION-SUMMED UP IN HIS SLOGAN "NO GUARANTEES, NO 
ALLIAN CES"— WAS ACCEPTED BY ALL BUT MANCINI AND HIS FACTION AND 
ACHILLE, CODIGNOLA, LEON AND TAMBURRANO. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ROME 17294 22041 7Z 

3. THE SESSION ESCHEWED ANY SERIOUS DISCUSSION OF A NEW PARTY PROGRAM, 

A DRAFT OF WHICH HAS BEEN CIRCULATING FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, AND DUCKED THE 
QUESTION OF NEXT YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, NENNI ALONE COMMENTING 
THAT A SOCIALIST CONDIDATURE SHOULD NOT BE EXCLUDED. 

4. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING WAS OTHERWISE CHARACTERIZED BY 
THE EXTRAVAGANT FACTIONAL SPARING THAT IS AN INEVITABLE RESULT OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL INDEPENDENCE OF SOCIALISTS, PARTICULARLY IN ITALY. 

THE MOST INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT IN THIS REGARD WAS THE BEHAVIOR OF 
MANCINI. ONE OF THE STRONGEST SUPPORTERS OF CRAXI WHEN THE LATTER 
OUSTED DE MARTINO FROM THE PARTY SECRETARYSHIP, MANCINI HAS NOW 
BECOME CRAXI'S MOST OPEN OPPONENT. ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT OF INTEREST 
IS THE EMERGENCE OF ACHILLI AS HEAD OF A "NEW LEFT,” A GROUP TO THE 
LEFT OF LOMBARDI AND ONE MOST STRONGLY FAVORING A SOCIALIST 
COALITION WITH THE COMMUNISTS. THERE HAD BEEN SPECULATTION PRIOR TO 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING THAT MANCA WOULD SEEK TO FORM A 
COALITION TO BRING DOWN CRAXI AND, WITH DE MARTINO'S SUPPORT, 

REPLACE HIM AS PARTY SECRETARY, THE ATTEMPT WAS NEVER MOUNTED; 

MANCA AVOIDED A SHOWDOWN, AS ONE NEWSPAPER PUT IT, "FOR NOW." BUT 
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CRAXI'S POSITION, BASED AS IT IS ON A COALITION WITH THE PARTY LEFT, 

IS NOT ENTIRELY FIRM AND DISAPPOINTMENT WITH HIM INSIDE PARTY RANKS M 
AY GROW. 

5. IN SUM, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE SESSION SHOWED CRAXI FACES 
CLEAR OPPOSITION BUT THAT HE IS FOR THE MOMENT IN CONTROL. THE 
POICY OF AUTONOMY ENJOYS WIDE SUPPORT IN THE PARTY, IF ONLY AS THE 
LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR OF THE MEMBERS'S VIEWS. HOWEVER, THIS VERY 
NON-ALIGNMENT LEAVES THE PARTY WITH LITTLE OR NOTHING IN THE WAY OF 
PROFILE, PROGRAM OR POLITICAL PIZZAZZ. GARDNER 
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